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Sinai. 
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B to the higher Branch. 

This he proposed not out of 
favouritism but in fairnesss, 
since Guy was doing the sort 
of work usually done by 
those in the senior branch. 

The Office authorities, how- 
ever, ruled that Guy was not 
entitled to such a transfer 
while he remained in the 
private office, since his only 
experience had been in the 
private office and, before that, 
in the News Department. 

The promotion would not be 
in order, they said, until they 
had had a report on his work 


for, say, six months in one of 
the political departments. 
After that, he could possibly 
return to the private office. 


Decides to Move 

The choice was, therefore, 
to stay with McNeil and for- 
feit any prospect of early pro- 
motion or to go to a political 
department and qualify for 
promotion fairly quickly. As 
his later action proved, Guy 
could not be accused of being 
a careerist: he liked McNeil 
and also ‘despite his lack of 
success) still liked being his 
eminence grise; but the tug- 
of-war on policy, especially on 
German policy, was a con- 
stant strain. He therefore de- 
cided to move, and asked to 
be transferred to a political 
department, preferably the 
Far Eastern Department. 

Fortunately for his peace of 
mind — for his 8 in 
the strict sense of the word 
— no such inner conflict dis- 
turbed him in his service with 
the Far Eastern Department 
He was completely in agree- 
ment with British policy on 
the Far East: it was based on 
sound information and a real 
appreciation of the facts of 
the situation (including, no 
doubt, British commercial in- 
terests in Hong Kong.) 


the 
al analyst of the Chinese Re- 
volution His colleagues knew 
China: he knew Marxism. It 
was a partnership. 

He took the line that the 
Chinese Communists were nei- 
ther mere agrarian reformers, 
nor mere Russian puppets, but 
genuine Chinese Communist 
revolutionaries; here was an- 
‘other colonial revolution that 
was, in the old 
phrase, “Socialist in content, 
aational in form.” 

For some time the Depart- 
ment was enga in a dis- 
pute with the War Office and 
the Colonial Office on the fu- 
ture of Hong Kong. Guy wrote 


the moves military th 
to ong 
it, in the old fashioned 
with flags stuck in 

Chinese Communists, 

ued, could but would not take 
Hong Kong. 

The enlightened Head of the 
Department, Peter Scarlett, 
and his immediate superior, 
the supervising Under ret- 
ary, Sir Esler Denning, “got 


the thing absolutely taped,” 
he says, and — Bevin 
to recognize the People’s Gov- 
ernment established in 


* 

ey even — despite the 
China Lobby — had some suc- 
cess in bringing similar per- 
suasions to bear on Mr. Ache- 
son, then Secretary of State 
in Washington, and on the 
French. Only a few days be- 
fore the date on which the 
French agreed to announce 
their recognition of Peking, 
the Chinese and Russians re- 
cognized Viet-Minh: the 
French therefore withdrew 
from their undertaking. Simi- 
larly, Acheson had agreed on a 
date for recognition. This was 
made impossible by a major 
and unforeseen obstacle — the 


Korean War. 


OON after the start of the 


th 

pecia] responsibility of 

explaining British policy on 

Far East to the State 
Department. 

It might be thought that 
this would already be part 
of the routine work of the 
Embassy. Evidently it had 
not been carried out to the 
satisfaction of either the 
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vies 


a minute attacki the Joint 
Intelligence whose 


This fact might seem to sup- 
port the official Western view 
that the ion was from 
the North. the other hand, 
when there is doubt about the 
responsibility for a crime, it, 
is sometimes useful to ask Cui 
bono? — and the main 


poli- 
Pe-] tical consequence of the Ko- 


rean War, as has been seen, is 
that it has delayed the trans- 
fer of American recognition 


only a few days before the war 


began (and had reported that 


all wag quiet) would almost 
certainly have been aware of 
Acheson's intention to recog- 
nize Peking and would have 
communicated to MacArthur 
this, to them, deeply disturb- 


ing news. 


Student of Arab Nationalism 
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was “Britain, 
He defended 

r Government's ac- 
in freeing India and re- 
izing Communist China; 
observations on the lat- 
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Unhappy Position 


often happens, the news- 
rs quoted only an isolated 
or two from the 
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despair he wrote pri- 
to McNeil, through the 
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and democracy. 
This childish appeal has an- 
red the Hungarians even 
than earlier threats. The 
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